
  

FAQ: New USCIS Refugee Review Policy 
and “Green Card” Pause 
This information is effective December 4, 2025. 

On Nov. 21, 2025, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) announced a new policy regarding the review of refugee 
claims and a pause on "Green Card" (Adjustment of Status) processing for certain refugees.  

Key Policy Changes 

• Review Period: USCIS will review the applications of all refugees who entered the U.S. between January 20, 2021, and 
February 20, 2025. USCIS may also review and re-interview refugees who arrived outside of this timeframe.  

• Re-Interviews: USCIS will re-interview some refugees to confirm they met the legal definition of a refugee and were 
admissible when they entered the U.S. USCIS will identify individuals for re-interviews by February 19, 2026. 

• Status Termination: USCIS can only terminate a person’s refugee status if they determine that the person was granted 
refugee status in error, meaning that they did not have a well-founded fear of persecution because of their race, religion, 
nationality, political opinion or social group, or that they participated in the persecution of others. 

• Green Card Pause: All pending Adjustment of Status ("Green Card") applications for refugees who arrived during the 
2021-2025 period will be paused until USCIS concludes their review. While USCIS will still accept applications, no final 
decisions on green cards for refugees will be made for now.  

What Refugees Need to Know 

I arrived between Jan 20, 
2021 – Feb 20, 2025. Will 
my refugee status be 
terminated? 

Your refugee status remains valid indefinitely unless terminated by USCIS. If USCIS intends to 
terminate your status, they must give you written notice and an opportunity to respond. If you 
receive a notice terminating your status, contact a legal representative immediately. You have a 
right to ask for protection in immigration court before removal. 

Will USCIS interview me 
again? 

Some refugees will be interviewed about their application for refugee status. If you get a notice 
telling you to come for an interview, contact a legal representative immediately. 

I am a derivative (spouse or 
child) on my spouse or 
parent’s refugee case. 

If the status of the Principal Refugee Applicant is terminated, all derivative spouse and children’s 
status will also be terminated. 

I already have a Green 
Card.  

USCIS can still review your original refugee application. Your Permanent Resident status may be 
revoked if USCIS finds you were granted refugee status in error at the time you entered the U.S. 
or if you lied on your Green Card application. 

I have been in the U.S. for a 
year and have not yet 
applied for a Green Card 
(Adjustment of Status).  

The law requires refugees to apply for adjustment of status after one year in the US, but you 
cannot lose refugee status or be deported just because you did not do so. 

Will I be detained or 
deported? 

Refugees should not be detained during the review of their case, but a refugee could be detained 
if they have been in the US for more than one year and have not yet applied for adjustment of 
status. This is very rare and usually only happens if they have certain criminal convictions, 
provided false information, engaged in terrorist activities, or participated in the persecution of 
others. The U.S. Department of State has recently designated new foreign terrorist organizations. 
You can view the updated list by clicking here: https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-
organizations. If you think any of these situations apply to you, or if you have had contact with 
any terrorist organizations, talk to a legal representative right away. 

Can I still work? 
Yes. Refugee status does not expire, and you remain work authorized indefinitely, even while 
your case is under review. You can renew your Employment Authorization Document (EAD) if 
needed. 

Can I travel during this 
review process? 

Travel outside the U.S. has risks even with a Refugee Travel Document or Permanent Resident 
Status. Talk to a legal representative before making any travel plans. 
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